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CHAPTER V  • THE ORDER OF BLESSING A CHURCH 167

PART THREE

The Blessing of the Altar

20. Then the Bishop goes to the altar that is to be blessed. Meanwhile, the 
following antiphon is sung:

Mode

( )

Or another appropriate chant may be sung.

21. When the singing is concluded the Bishop, standing without his miter, 
speaks to the faithful in these or similar words:

With great joy, beloved brothers and sisters,
our community has gathered to bless this altar.
Let us join in this rite with attentive spirit,
asking God to look kindly on the Church’s offering
that will be placed on this altar, 
and make of his people
an eternal offering to himself.

And all pray in silence for a while. Then the Bishop, with hands extended, 
says aloud:


