
THE LAYING OF A FOUNDATION STONE OR THE COMMENCEMENT  
OF WORK ON THE BUILDING OF A CHURCH

Fixing of the Foundation Stone
(Chapter I, no. 29)

CHAPTER I • THE ORDER OF LAYING A FOUNDATION STONE OF A CHURCH 23

In the faith of Jesus Christ
we lay the first stone of this foundation. 
In the church that will rise here
may the strength and grace of the 

heavenly Sacraments be received,
and the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be invoked and praised.
To him be glory and power
for all the ages of eternity.

All:

Amen.

29. A stonemason then fixes the stone in place with mortar. Meanwhile, if 
circumstances so suggest, the following antiphon is sung:
Mode

( )

Or another appropriate chant may be sung.

The Concluding Rites

30. When the singing is concluded, the Bishop puts aside the miter. Then 
the Universal Prayer (Prayer of the Faithful or Bidding Prayers) takes place 
in these or similar words: 

Dear brothers and sisters,
let us pray to God the almighty Father,
that as he has gathered his people here
for the building of a new church to his name,
so also he will be pleased to make them
into the living temple of his glory,
built upon the cornerstone of Christ his Son.
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