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Child Care (S. 1086) The Child Care and Development Block Grant Act
of 2013. (Sen. Barbara Mikulski, D-MD).

+ Proposed reauthorization of the 1990 Act. Goal is to promote high
quality child care.

Pope Francis

....Catholic
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always strive ments for workforce training, early learning & developmental guide-
lines, and licensing.
DRl T + Action Requested: Look for an email from USCCB later this
month with a list of questions soliciting input on the fiscal im-
pact of these provisions on child care programs in your diocese

or state.
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Universal Pre-K (S. 1697) The
Strong Start for America’s Chil-
dren Act (Senator Tom Harkin,
D-lowa). Itis unlikely that this
bill will move—it has a large
price tag and no funding mecha-
nism. But there is some overlap
between this and the Child Care
bill, and so the Universal Pre-K
bill will be part of the Child Care
bill discussion.

Consider Congressman John Kline’s
statement on the universal pre-k bill:

“...before investing in new federal early
childhood initiatives, we should first ex-
amine opportunities to improve existing
programs designed to help our nation's
most vulnerable children, such as Head
Start and the Child Care and Develop-
ment Block Grant.”

Cong. Kline is the Chairman of the
House Education and Workforce Com-
mittee.
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Emergency Epinephrine Act (HR 2094/now Public Law 113-48) The School Ac-

cess to Emergency Epinephrine Act.

signed this bill into law. This law:

On November 13, 2013, President Obama

+ Amends the Public Health Service Act to increase the preference given to
states in awarding certain asthma-elated grants.
+ Gives preference to those states that require public elementary and secondary
schools to maintain on hand “stock” epinephrine auto-injectors and allow

trained school personnel to administer the epinephrine.

This law may carry implications for our Catholic schools because the terms
“‘elementary school” and “secondary school” are already defined (by cross-
reference) to the original law (42 U.S.C., §280(g)(d)(3)(A)) to include both public
and private schools. Be on the lookout for legislation in your state that may be

prompted by this new law.

State and Local News

Legal Challenge to LA
Scholarship Program

In August, the Department
of Justice filed a lawsuit to
block the Louisiana Schol-
arship Program claiming
that the voucher program
violated pending federal
desegregation orders.
DOJ requested an injunc-
tion to block Louisiana
from issuing any more
vouchers.

Louisiana retained an ex-
pert to analyze the vouch-
ers’ impact on school de-
segregation. The study’s
conclusion: no negative
impact. The DOJ with-
drew its request for injunc-
tive relief.
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However, the case is not
over. The judge held that

the federal government
should still have some
oversight when vouchers
are used in those parish-
es where there still are
pending desegregation
cases. The judge or-
dered the two sides to
come up with a process
that will allow the Justice
Department to ensure that
vouchers do not promote
segregation.

See Brumsfield et al v.
Dodd, et al., No. 71 Civ.
1316, (E.D.La, Nov. 22,
2013).

“Every form of authentic
evangelization is always

‘new’. ”’

-Evangelii Gaudium

n. Il
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