He Iay helpless and alone on

the roadside, half dead from the robbers’
merciless beating. Two travelers came upon
the injured man, but rather than offer
assistance, they simply avoided him. Finally,
a third passerby “was moved with
compassion at the sight” of him (Luke 10:33)
and went out of his way to help.

In the Parable of the Good Samaritan, we

can see ourselves in each person. Like the
robbers, we have hurt others. Like the priest
and the Levite, we have failed to show
compassion. Like the injured traveler, we
have suffered in body and spirit, feeling
rejected and alone. Yet God never stops
offering each of us his mercy, “a concrete
reality with which he reveals his love” (MV 6).

We have been treated with mercy ourselves,
and Jesus tells us to “go and do likewise”
(Luke 10:37), giving us the roadmap of the
Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy.

Each person “has a place in God’s heart
from all eternity” (AL 168). Within this
context, Pope Francis reminds us, “we are
called to protect our humanity, and this
means, in the first place, accepting it and
respecting it as it was created” (AL 56).

Like the Good Samaritan, may we always
treat each person with merciful love and
respect that affirms the gift of his or her life.

F@S C ONQ,

()
5 ‘ g
O )
o B
OL1Cc B

RESPECT LIFE

WWW.USCCB.ORG/RESPECTLIFE

NITEO

NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission. Excerpts from Misericordiae vuitus, © 2015
and Amoris laetitia, © 2016. Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights
reserved. Photo: Marie-Josée Lévesque/Moment/Getty Images. Copyright © 2016,
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.






