Respect Life

Heroes for All Time


The 2012 Summer Olympics brought many world records and spectacular feats from athletes whose talent, discipline and years of hard work earned them medals and fame. Yet many of us already find it hard to remember who won which event. 
The medals will remain special to the winners for the rest of their lives (even though one athlete almost immediately dropped and broke his medal in the shower and others lost theirs). But at least today’s Olympic medals last longer than the awards given in ancient Greece. Winners back then got a “crown” made of laurel leaves. No gold, no silver, no product endorsements.
Have you ever thought what it would be like to be remembered and admired for hundreds, even thousands, of years? By over a billion Catholics? And honored forever in heaven? 

That is what’s happening to three American heroes who will officially be declared saints on October 21, when Pope Benedict XVI canonizes them in Rome. Here’s how they trained for the ultimate and longest-lasting prize of all.
Pedro Calungsod, a Filipino boy, attended a Catholic school. By age 14, he knew and loved the faith so well that Jesuit missionaries invited him to go with them to the Mariana Islands. Pedro went to Guam with Bl. Diego Luis de San Vitores. They converted many people to Catholicism, including the wife of Mata’pang, the pagan chief of Tumon. The chief was hostile towards Pedro, Fr. Diego and all their converts. When the missionaries went to baptize the chief’s newborn daughter (at his wife’s request), Mata’pang was so angry that he goaded a villager into killing both missionaries. St. Pedro Calungsod was only 17 or 18 when he was martyred, in 1672.

Kateri Tekakwitha was four when smallpox killed many Mohawks in Ossernenon (Auriesville, NY), including her parents and baby brother. Smallpox left her pock-marked, half blind and lame, but she remained sweet and obedient. Missionaries began teaching her the faith at age 11, but her uncle, in whose home she lived, opposed her conversion 
and tried to force her to marry a pagan Mohawk. She refused, wanting to remain a virgin. Kateri was then confined to the village and persecuted for her beliefs. A young Mohawk even threatened to kill her if she didn’t renounce her faith. She escaped to a mission in Kahnawake, Quebec, where she was baptized and took a vow of chastity. She devoted herself to prayer and acts of charity until her death at 24, in 1680. The instant she died, her deep scars disappeared, leaving her face radiantly beautiful. 

Mother Marianne Cope, OSF was a teacher and a school principal, and later founded and ran Catholic hospitals in New York. In 1883, she accepted a plea from the King of Hawaii to run a hospital and care for women with Hansen’s disease (leprosy). She and six religious sisters cared for the women, ran two hospitals and founded a home for the patients’ children on the hospital grounds. When the government exiled all lepers, Mother Marianne and her sisters went with them to Molokai. She cared for St. Damien until his death, and opened a home there for women and their children. She brought joy, hope, beauty and a sense of dignity into their lives—sewing dresses for them in the latest fashions, teaching them the faith, as well as art and embroidery. 

These American saints knew that every person is precious to God. They brought the Gospel of God’s love to the poor and the outcast and to pagan peoples. Many people today claim to be Christians but deny that every human being has inherent dignity and value, forgetting that God created us in his image and loves us to the point of dying on the cross to pay the price for our sins.
 Over a million babies are aborted each year. Countless embryos die in fertility clinics or are killed to provide stem cells for research. The elderly who need special care and people with disabilities are at risk because some people think their lives no longer have value. Do you have what it takes to be a real hero who will defend the lives of everyone from conception to natural death and win a crown that will last forever?  
WORD SCRAMBLE

Instructions:    (1)   Fill in the missing words below, based on the reading selection.



(2)  Copy letters that appear in the circles in the blank space at the bottom.

(3) Rearrange the letters to make the answer to this question:

What do Catholics celebrate throughout October?

1.  Over a million unborn children are  _ _ _ OO _ _ every year in the United States.
2. An unborn child from conception to 8 weeks is called an OO_ _ _O.
3.  Tiny humans are sometimes killed for use in OO _ _  O_ _ _ research.
5.   Our most basic right is the right to  _OO_.
6.   Mother Marianne Cope showed women who were exiled because of 

     OOO _ _ _ _ that their lives had dignity and value.
7.  To win the greatest prize of all—O_ _ _O O—we must love God and respect the lives of all people. 
What do Catholics celebrate throughout October?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _!
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