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Our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, has declared 
a Year of Faith to extend from October 11, 2012, 
until the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Uni-
versal King, on November 24, 2013. The starting 
date marks the fiftieth anniversary of the opening 
of the Second Vatican Council and the twentieth 
anniversary of the publication of the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church (CCC). In his apostolic let-
ter, Porta Fidei, proclaiming the Year of Faith, our 
Holy Father wrote, “In order to arrive at a system-
atic knowledge of the content of the faith, all can 
find in the Catechism of the Catholic Church a pre-
cious and indispensable tool. It is one of the most 
important fruits of the Second Vatican Council. 
. . . It is in this sense that the Year of Faith will 
have to see a concerted effort to rediscover and 
study the fundamental content of the faith that 
receives its systematic and organic synthesis in 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church.”1

Within the apostolic letter, Pope Benedict 
XVI “invited the Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith, by agreement with the competent 
Dicasteries of the Holy See, to draw up a Note, 
providing the Church and individual believers 
with some guidelines on how to live this Year of 
Faith in the most effective and appropriate ways, 
at the service of belief and evangelization.”2 In 
light of that invitation, the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) issued the Note with 
pastoral implications for the Year of Faith, which 

1 Pope Benedict XVI, Porta Fidei, no. 11, October 17, 2011.
2 Ibid., no. 12.

expressed the hope “that local catechisms and 
various catechetical supplements in use in the 
particular churches would be examined to ensure 
their complete conformity with the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church.”3

In response to these recommendations for the 
Year of Faith, the Committee on Evangelization 
and Catechesis requested that a handbook on 
the conformity review process be prepared by its 
Subcommittee on the Catechism. The subcom-
mittee is the Conference entity that has had the 
responsibility of reviewing catechetical materials 
as to their conformity with the CCC for almost 
twenty years.

The conformity review process itself has been 
an important and highly effective part of the 
catechetical efforts of the Church in the United 
States, especially as it has encouraged the devel-
opment of catechetical materials that present the 
complete and authentic teaching of the Church. 
The work of the bishops in the United States 
in reviewing catechetical materials as to their 
conformity with the CCC has also succeeded in 
bringing a growing number of catechetical materi-
als into conformity with the CCC.

The purpose of this Handbook is to provide 
a record of the efforts that have been made to 
implement the CCC in the United States in 
order to ensure the continuity of the work The 
Handbook will present the history of the efforts of 

3 CDF, Note with pastoral implications for the Year of Faith, II, 
9, January 6, 2012.

IntroductIon
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the U.S. bishops to implement the CCC, as well 
as the development, purpose, description, and 
structure of oversight for the conformity review 

process. In this way, the Handbook will also help 
mark the twentieth anniversary of the publication 
of the CCC in the English language.
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In 1992, in light of the impending publication of 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC), the 
bishops of the United States established an Ad 
Hoc Committee to Oversee the Implementation of 
the Catechism in the United States. The mandate 
of the ad hoc committee was twofold: to prepare for 
the reception of the CCC in the United States and 
to assist the bishops of the United States in plan-
ning its implementation in their (arch)dioceses.

After two years of successful efforts to pro-
vide a positive reception for the CCC, the bishops 
renamed and refocused the ad hoc committee they 
had established. The Ad Hoc Committee to Over-
see the Implementation of the Catechism became 
the Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the 
Catechism. In addition, the mandate of the ad hoc 
committee became refocused. Its responsibility was 
again twofold: (1) to review catechetical materi-
als used in the parishes and schools of the (arch)
dioceses of the United States as to their conformity 
with the CCC and (2) to supervise the use of the 
copyright for the CCC in the United States on 
behalf of the Holy See.

In order to keep the bishops fully informed of 
efforts to implement the CCC, the ad hoc com-
mittee began the publication, Catechism Update, 
in January 1994. At first Catechism Update was a 
monthly publication, but as the availability of 
digital means of communication increased and the 
need for printed information on the work of the 
ad hoc committee decreased, Catechism Update was 
published quarterly and then semi-annually.

In 1997 the ad hoc committee published 
Doctrinal Elements for Elementary Grades Based 
on the Catechism of the Catholic Church. It was a 
working instrument that sought to distribute the 

fundamental content of the CCC as doctrinal ele-
ments for inclusion in catechetical material over 
the eight grades of elementary catechesis. It was 
intended for use by bishops, diocesan directors of 
religious education, and publishers of catechetical 
materials in the development of catechetical mate-
rials in conformity with the CCC. It is important 
to note that the Doctrinal Elements did not attempt 
to address, but left to publishers, things such as 
pedagogical considerations, age-appropriate lan-
guage, examples, cultural adaptations, notes on 
child psychology, concrete applications, learner-
based behavioral objectives, and formation goals, 
which a catechetical text would ordinarily include.

The USCCB established a standing Commit-
tee on Catechesis in November 2002 to address 
broader catechetical concerns beyond the man-
date of the ad hoc committee. Prior to this time, 
catechetical concerns were addressed under the 
auspices of the bishops’ Committee on Education. 
Under the aegis of the Committee on Catechesis, 
the USCCB authorized two substantive initiatives. 
The National Directory for Catechesis was published 
in 2005, and the United States Catholic Catechism 
for Adults was published in 2006. In the restructur-
ing of the USCCB, the ad hoc committee became 
a subcommittee under the bishops’ Committee on 
Evangelization and Catechesis in November 2007.

In 2007 Doctrinal Elements of a Curriculum 
Framework for the Development of Catechetical 
Materials for Young People of High School Age was 
published to assist diocesan offices of religious 
education and publishers in the development of 
secondary-level catechetical materials in confor-
mity with the CCC. It was meant to guide the 
catechetical instruction of young people of high 

HIstory of tHe efforts of tHe 
u.s. BIsHops to Implement tHe 

CateChism of the CatholiC ChurCh
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school age wherever and however it takes place: in 
Catholic high schools, in parish religious education 
programs, with young people schooled at home, or 
within the context of a youth ministry program. It 
was designed to shape a four-year, eight-semester 
course of catechetical instruction and is composed 
of six semester-length themes, with room for a dio-
cese or school to choose two additional elective 
subject themes.

In November 2011, Guidelines for the Treatment 
and the Interpretation of Sacred Scripture in Catecheti-
cal Texts was circulated. It urged the presentation of 
Sacred Scripture in conformity with the teaching 
of the CCC—that is, according to the three crite-
ria the CCC offers for interpreting Sacred Scrip-
ture and the multiple senses of Sacred Scripture the 
CCC presents.
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1995 
The bishops of the United States approved the 
establishment of the Office for the Catechism.

Based on their sense of the inadequacy of the 
content of the catechetical materials presently in 
use in the parishes and schools of the (arch)dio-
ceses in the United States, the bishops began a 
study of the feasibility of preparing and publishing 
a catechetical series themselves.

In the meantime, the bishops decided to work 
with the existing publishers to ensure that cate-
chetical materials were in conformity with the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC).

1996 
A Protocol was developed for the review of cate-
chetical materials as to their conformity with the 
CCC. The Administrative Committee of Bishops 
approved the Protocol for Assessing the Conformity 
of Catechetical Materials with the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church for use ad experimentum. The Proto-
col was sent to all the bishops of the United States 
for their approval.

The staff of the Office for the Catechism began 
accepting catechetical materials for review.

The Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use 
of the Catechism met with the publishers of cate-
chetical materials for the first time. Subsequently 
this has become an annual meeting.

The ad hoc committee began publishing the 
list of catechetical materials found to be in confor-
mity with the CCC in Catechism Update.

1997 
The home page of the ad hoc committee was 
launched on the website of the USCCB.

The chairman of the ad hoc committee 
reported to the General Assembly of Bishops on 
the progress of the ad hoc committee’s work. The 
report described a pattern of ten doctrinal defi-
ciencies that the ad hoc committee found rather 
common among the catechetical texts they had 
reviewed. Those deficiencies included (1) an insuf-
ficient attention to the Trinity and the Trinitarian 
structure of Catholic beliefs and teachings, (2) an 
obscured presentation of the centrality of Christ in 
salvation history and insufficient emphasis on the 
divinity of Christ, (3) an indistinct treatment of the 
ecclesial context of Catholic beliefs and magiste-
rial teachings, (4) an inadequate sense of a distinc-
tively Christian anthropology, (5) an insufficient 
emphasis on God’s initiative in the world with a 
corresponding overemphasis on human action, 
(6) an insufficient recognition of the transforming 
effects of grace, (7) an inadequate presentation of 
the sacraments, (8) a deficient teaching on Origi-
nal Sin and sin in general, (9) a meager exposition 
of Christian moral life, and (10) an inadequate pre-
sentation of eschatology.5  

The Administrative Committee of Bishops 
approved the Protocol for Assessing the Conformity 
of Catechetical Materials with the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church as the standard review instrument 

5 Oral Report to the General Assembly of Bishops, Arch-
bishop Daniel Buechlein, chairman of the Ad Hoc Com-
mittee on the Catechism, June 19, 1997, pp. 1-4 (cf. 
Appendix).

tHe tImelIne for tHe 
development of tHe  

ConformIty revIew proCess
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for the Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of 
the Catechism.

The ad hoc committee met with the leadership 
of national catechetical associations, organizations 
and institutes to acquaint them with the work 
of the committee and to introduce the Protocol 
to them.

2001 
The ad hoc committee reported to the body of 
bishops that working with publishers of catecheti-
cal materials for elementary age students had 
proven so effective that it saw no need for the con-
ference of bishops to consider developing its own 
catechetical series.

2003 
The chairman of the ad hoc committee reported 
to the General Assembly of Bishops on concerns 
about some high school texts. Those concerns 
included (1) a relativistic approach to the Church 
and faith, (2) the use of tentative language in the 
presentation of doctrine and Church teaching, (3) 
a flawed sacramental theology, (4) a reluctance to 
name certain human actions as sinful, (5) a stud-
ied avoidance of revealed proper names or personal 
pronouns for the Persons of the Blessed Trinity, 
(6) the exclusive reliance on the historical-critical 
method in the interpretation of Sacred Scripture, 
(7) an overemphasis on the role of the community 
in the Church to the exclusion of the hierarchy, 
and (8) a tendency to restrict the Church’s moral 
teaching to social justice.6

Members of the body of bishops urged the ad 
hoc committee to develop a proposal to respond 
to their concerns. The ad hoc committee began to 
work on a curriculum framework for high school 
age students.

6 Oral Report to the General Assembly of Bishops, Arch-
bishop Alfred Hughes, chairman of the Ad Hoc Com-
mittee on the Catechism, November 10, 2003, pp. 3-5 
(cf. Appendix).

2004 
The ad hoc committee began accepting preschool 
catechetical materials for review with the under-
standing that age-appropriate material would be 
assessed for completeness (only with respect to 
some fundamental points) and for authenticity.

2006  
The chairman of the ad hoc committee reported 
to the General Assembly of Bishops on ten years 
of conducting conformity reviews of catechetical 
materials. The report summarized the expanding 
work of the ad hoc committee in reviewing cate-
chetical materials for preschool and elementary 
age children and addressed the recurring difficul-
ties being experienced with the catechetical mate-
rials for high school age young people. The report 
indicated (1) that the ad hoc committee is aver-
aging over thirty reviews of catechetical texts and 
series annually; (2) that a constructive partnership 
has developed between bishops and the publishers 
of catechetical materials; (3) that there has been 
significant progress in strengthening the doctri-
nal content of catechetical materials, particularly 
elementary texts; (4) that more publishers of high 
school materials were submitting them for review; 
(5) that, while the problems evident in high school 
materials were less frequent in texts being submit-
ted, they were still common in many older texts 
in use; (6) that sometimes the methodological 
approach used in a catechetical text could com-
promise an authentic presentation of doctrine and 
morals; and (7) that there was a renewed convic-
tion and commitment on the part of all the bish-
ops in the country in the oversight of catecheti-
cal teaching.7

2007 
In light of these concerns, the subcommittee pre-
pared a document, Doctrinal Elements of a Curriculum 

7 Oral Report to the General Assembly of Bishops, 
Archbishop Alfred Hughes, chairman of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Catechism, June 26, 2006, pp. 1-4. 
(Cf. Appendix)



Handbook on tHe Conformity review ProCess 7

Framework for the Development of Catechetical Mate-
rials for Young People of High School Age. When pre-
sented to the USCCB, it was adopted unanimously.

2010 
In response to the concerns of certain publishers 
about the marketing difficulties of texts lacking a 
conformity declaration, the subcommittee circu-
lated a document to clarify which texts were eli-
gible to receive a conformity review and which did 
not need to receive such a review: The Conformity 
of Catechetical Materials with the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church—Criteria and Applicability.7 Even 

7 Cf. pp. 18-19.

though such materials might not be eligible for a 
conformity review, they could still be submitted to 
the local bishop for an imprimatur.

2011 
The Committee on Evangelization and Cateche-
sis assigned the Subcommittee on the Catechism 
to use the Protocol for Assessing the Conformity of 
Secondary School Materials with the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church as the principal instrument for 
the review of secondary level catechetical texts to 
determine their conformity with the CCC.
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From the beginning, the fundamental purpose of 
the conformity review process has been to pro-
vide a more effective oversight of catechetical 
materials being used on the national level in the 
United States.

At the time of the implementation of the 
Cathechism of the Catholic Church (CCC), the gen-
eral consensus among the bishops of the United 
States was that many of the catechetical materi-
als in use in their (arch)dioceses did not present 
the doctrinal content of the Catholic faith com-
pletely or accurately. With the publication of the 
CCC, the bishops saw an opportunity to evaluate 
the doctrinal content of the catechetical materials 
used in their (arch)dioceses in light of the content 
of the CCC.

In order to achieve this goal, the bishops 
decided to develop a mechanism to assess the cate-
chetical materials used in the parishes and schools 
of the (arch)dioceses of the United States as to 
their conformity with the CCC. A comparison of 
the doctrinal content of the catechetical materials 
with the CCC would bring to light any deficiencies 
in the catechetical materials and ensure authentic-
ity. The addition of content either wholly or par-
tially absent in the catechetical materials would 
bring the catechetical materials into conformity 
with the CCC and ensure completeness.

Thus the bishops became more directly 
involved in the preparation of catechetical materi-
als and strengthened their collaboration with the 
publishers of these materials.

purpose of tHe ConformIty 
revIew proCess
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The episcopal conference established an oversight 
committee of its members to manage the review of 
catechetical materials as to their conformity with 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC). The 
Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the 
Catechism was originally composed of a chairman 
and five members. It met at least four times per year.

The episcopal conference provided a clear 
mandate for the ad hoc committee’s work. That 
mandate focused the ad hoc committee’s efforts 
sharply on the review of catechetical materials as 
to their conformity with the CCC.

The episcopal conference provided adequate 
staff assistance for the project. That staff assistance 
included an executive director, a coordinator of 
assessment, and administrative support.

The ad hoc committee developed a voluntary 
and confidential process for the review of the cate-
chetical materials. These two components of the 
process proved to be crucial for its success.

The publishers of the catechetical texts or 
series were free to submit their materials for review; 
they were not compelled to do so. If the materi-
als were found to be in conformity with the CCC, 
they would receive a statement from the ad hoc 
committee verifying that finding, which they could 
then publicize. This was an obvious advantage to 
them when they sought to market and sell their 
texts to Catholic dioceses, parishes, and schools.
The ad hoc committee also pledged to the pub-
lishers that the results of the review would not be 
made public unless the publishers chose to make 
them public. The fact that a publisher had submit-
ted a text or series of texts was kept confidential by 
both the publisher and the ad hoc committee. The 
composition of the review teams, which the ad hoc 
committee formed for the evaluation of each text, 
was likewise kept confidential. The specific points 

of the preliminary assessment of the catechetical 
text, as well as the final report of the review, were 
shared only with the publisher who had submitted 
the text. The ad hoc committee insisted, however, 
that, if a publisher chose to make the report public, 
the publisher would have to make the whole report 
public. If a catechetical text or series was found to 
be in conformity with the CCC, the publisher ordi-
narily included a statement to that effect on the 
title page of the text or series. Only then would 
the ad hoc committee list the text or series in its 
publication, Catechism Update, as having received 
a conformity judgment.

The ad hoc committee developed an instru-
ment or Protocol (cf. Appendices) for the review 
of catechetical materials based on the CCC. The 
Protocol was constructed directly from the text of 
the CCC. Special, but not exclusive, consideration 
was given to the in brief summaries at the end of 
each section of the CCC.

The use of the Protocol in the review of cate-
chetical materials depended on an understanding 
of several general points:

•	 As	far	as	possible,	the	evaluative	points	of	ref-
erence in the Protocol employed the language 
of the CCC in order to underscore the Proto-
col’s dependence on it.

•	 The	review	process	was	primarily	intended	for	a	
complete series of catechetical materials which 
encompass, for example, kindergarten–eighth 
grade, ninth–twelfth grade, or a catechume-
nate program. The review process, however, 
could be adapted for a single work or portions 
of a complete catechetical series.

•	 The	assessment	was	 concerned	only	with	 the	
content of the catechetical materials and, like 
the CCC, did not consider “the adaptation 

summary of tHe ConformIty 
revIew proCess
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of doctrinal presentations and catecheti-
cal methods.”9

•	 The	 review	 process	 and	 assessment	 presumed	
that all catechesis is a gradual unfolding of the 
deposit of faith and, consequently, that the 
Church’s teaching can be presented on a basic 
level in the early years and on a more advanced 
level in the later years.

The Protocol included general principles of cri-
teria to ensure conformity with the basic theologi-
cal structure of the CCC. The first principle was 
authenticity; the second was completeness.

In order for catechetical materials to be authen-
tic, the following criteria had to be observed:

•	 Minimally,	 the	 catechetical	 materials	 had	 to	
contain nothing contradictory to the CCC.

•	 They	had	to	encourage	and	assist	in	the	devel-
opment of a common language of faith within 
the Church.

•	 They	had	to	promote	a	healthy	and	vital	Cath-
olic identity in such a way that the believer is 
encouraged to hear the message clearly, live 
it with conviction, and share it courageously 
with others.

•	 Since	 the	CCC	 should	 not	 be	 reduced	 to	 its	
in brief sections, catechetical materials had to 
evidence the wider context of teaching from 
which the in brief sections are drawn.

In addition, in order for catechetical materi-
als developed from the CCC to be authentic, the 
theological structure as indicated below had to be 
at least implicit in the catechetical materials:

•	 Trinitarian	organization
The CCC does not simply address the Holy 

Trinity when it treats of God or expounds the 
Creed. The creative and saving initiative of 
God the Father, the salvific mission of God the 
Son, and the sanctifying role of God the Holy 
Spirit permeate the CCC’s treatment of wor-
ship, liturgy, and the life of grace underpinning 
the moral life and the life of prayer.

•	 Christological	centrality

9 CCC, no. 24.

The CCC’s focus is on the person, life 
and mission of Jesus Christ. The entire CCC 
breaks open the mystery of the Word made 
flesh. Christ is presented as fully God and fully 
man. The content of the CCC leads to a living 
encounter with Christ.

•	 Ecclesial	context
The CCC’s treatment of the Church is not 

restricted to a commentary on the article of 
faith in the Creed that focuses on the Church. 
The entire CCC presents the continuing pres-
ence and mission of Christ in and through 
the Church by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Adherence to Christ through faith involves 
immersion in the life of the Church.

•	 Treatment	 of	 the	 sacraments	within	 the	 Pas-
chal Mystery

The CCC presents as an underlying and 
unifying motif in its treatment of the sacra-
ments the Christian’s participation in the 
Paschal Mystery of Jesus Christ. Sacraments 
receive their origin and receive their efficacy 
in relationship to the Paschal mission of the 
Savior and his presence in the sacramental 
encounter with his people.

•	 Presentation	of	 the	moral	 life	 in	the	personal	
and social teachings of the Church as a new life 
in the Holy Spirit

The CCC makes clear that the moral life is 
not a merely human endeavor, nor is it simply 
a series of do’s and don’ts. It is rooted in a new 
level of life made possible by the presence of 
the Holy Spirit and the gift of grace within the 
human person.

•	 The	 Church’s	 teachings	 on	 the	 dignity	 of	
human life related to the section on the 5th 
Commandment

The Church’s teaching and commitment 
to life should be integrated into the treatment 
of moral life, and the nuances provided should 
show both the distinctive moral analysis of 
each life issue and the relationships of each of 
the various life issues to one another.

•	 The	 Church’s	 teachings	 on	 human	 sexual-
ity related to the section on the 6th and 9th 
Commandments
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The CCC treats human sexuality within 
the context of education in sexual morality. 
This arrangement, as subsequently reinforced 
in other Church documents, means that pub-
lishers should not develop separate segments 
on education on the physiology of human 
sexuality for catechetical purposes, but rather 
present all teaching on human sexuality within 
the body of moral teaching.

•	 The	 Church’s	 teaching	 on	 social	 justice	
related to the section on the 7th and 10th 
Commandments

The CCC offers a succinct presentation 
of the Church’s social doctrine, both in the 
introduction to the Commandments and in 
the treatment of the 7th and 10th Command-
ments. This presentation also preserves the 
relationship between social doctrine and the 
rest of the moral teaching of the Church.

In order for catechetical materials developed 
from the CCC to be considered complete, the 
presentation of the doctrines of the Church had 
to manifest an overall integration and an intrin-
sic cohesiveness:

•	 The	 materials	 had	 to	 reflect	 the	 four	 pillars	
of the CCC: such materials had to include 
the articles of the Creed, the sacraments, the 
Commandments, and the petitions of the 
Lord’s Prayer.

•	 They	 also	had	 to	 include	 an	appropriate	pre-
sentation of the origin of the teaching in 
Sacred Scripture.

•	 They	had	to	reflect	in	an	appropriate	manner	
the variety and multiplicity of the sources of 
the faith found in the CCC (for example, the 
teachings from the Councils, the Eastern and 
Western Fathers, liturgical texts, and spiri-
tual writings).

•	 They	had	to	show	that	God’s	love	is	revealed	
primarily in the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ.

•	 They	 had	 to	 give	 proper	 importance	 to	 the	
biblical, anthropological, liturgical, moral, and 
spiritual, as well as to the ecumenical and mis-
sionary dimensions of the CCC.

These principles and criteria are the most fun-
damental ways in which catechetical materials 
were expected to reflect the CCC. They touch the 
underlying theological teaching and give spirit to 
the specific content that the evaluative points of 
reference set forth in a more concrete way.

The Protocol also included evaluative points of 
reference that are intended to guide both the review 
team and publishers in assessing the conformity of 
the catechetical materials to the CCC. Over 300 
such points of reference are included in the Proto-
col. Each point of reference correlates to a particu-
lar paragraph from the CCC that is the source of 
that particular point of reference. For example, the 
evaluative point of reference, “Catechetical texts 
in conformity with the Catechism should present 
man as a religious being by nature and vocation,” is 
taken directly from paragraph 44 of the CCC.

The ad hoc committee formed review teams, 
each of which consists of a bishop chairman and 
two theologians/catechists approved by the ad hoc 
committee. The members of the review team were 
given an orientation to the process by the staff of 
the ad hoc committee. The three members of the 
review team each used the Protocol as the basis for 
their review. When the members of the review team 
independently concluded their individual reviews, 
the bishop chair would combine them, with the 
help of the ad hoc committee staff, into one pre-
liminary report. The bishop chair would then send 
his preliminary report to the ad hoc committee.

The conformity review process, as it now takes 
place, involves a series of ten steps:

1. The publisher of catechetical materials submits 
materials for review. The publisher first informs 
the staff of the subcommittee that the company 
intends to submit materials for review and 
provides a general introduction of the materi-
als. Then the publisher conducts an internal 
review of the materials based on the Protocol 
before sending the texts to the subcommittee. 
The publisher includes that internal review 
with the materials it submits. The publisher 
allows six to twelve months for the completion 
of the initial review.
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2. The staff members of the subcommittee admin-
ister the review process. They receive and ini-
tiate communication with the publishers of 
catechetical materials. They maintain strict 
confidentiality throughout the process. They 
do not disclose to anyone what series or texts 
are being reviewed. They decide whether the 
review will be conducted by a full review team 
(in the case of a new catechetical series) or 
conducted within the staff (in the case of a new 
edition of a catechetical series previously found 
to be in conformity with the CCC). The staff, 
in consultation with the chairman of the sub-
committee, then assembles the review team, 
which is composed of a bishop chair and two 
theologians/catechists.

3. The review team conducts its assessment based 
on the Protocol. The staff provides assistance to 
the members of the review team throughout 
their assessment. The two theologians/cate-
chists submit their independent reviews to the 
bishop chair. The bishop chair combines the 
reviews of the theologians/catechists with his 
own, with the help of the subcommittee staff. 
The bishop chair submits his preliminary report 
to the subcommittee. The staff then produces 
a draft report for the approval of the bishop 
chairman of the review team. The bishop chair 
then approves or amends the draft report and 
returns it to the subcommittee.

4. In preparation for the full subcommittee, the 
bishop members study the report of the bishop 
chair of the review team. At the meeting the 
subcommittee decides on what changes to the 
catechetical materials are to be required, rec-
ommended, or suggested and points out any 
errata they have found. The subcommittee 
then develops an initial review report.

5. The staff prepares the initial review report for 
transmittal to the publisher. The publisher then 
has the opportunity to respond to the initial 
review report and document how the required 
changes will be made. The staff then verifies 
that the required changes have been made. If 
the changes meet the requirements of the sub-
committee, the staff makes a recommendation 

to the subcommittee chairman that a declara-
tion of conformity will be issued to the pub-
lisher for the specific series or text reviewed.

6. The subcommittee chairman issues a declara-
tion of conformity for the specific catechetical 
text or texts. This declaration of conformity 
given to catechetical materials does not con-
stitute an endorsement of any series or text by 
the subcommittee or the episcopal conference. 
It merely indicates that a catechetical series or 
text is in conformity with the CCC.

7. The staff then releases a copy of the final review 
report only to the publisher who submitted the 
materials for review. If a publishing corporation 
wishes to release the conformity review report 
from the subcommittee, it is free to do so pro-
vided the report is released in its entirety.

8. Unless the publisher requests otherwise, the 
staff makes public the name of the text or texts 
that have received the declaration of confor-
mity. Ordinarily, the staff includes the name of 
the catechetical text or series in the next issue 
of Catechism Update or on the website of the 
subcommittee.

9. The publisher places the declaration of confor-
mity on the copyright page of the specific text.

10. The subcommittee keeps the episcopal con-
ference appropriately informed of its work 
through periodic written documentation and 
oral reports to both its parent committee and 
the full body of bishops.

A Clarification Regarding the 
Eligibility of  Catechetical Materials 
for a Conformity Review
The ad hoc committee developed criteria by 
which catechetical materials would be accepted 
for review: The Conformity of Catechetical Materials 
with the Catechism of the Catholic Church: Criteria 
and Applicability. A text is eligible for a conformity 
review if it falls into one of the following categories:

1. A religion textbook series for students in Cath-
olic elementary schools and/or parish religious 
education programs
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2. A religion textbook series for junior high stu-
dents in Catholic schools and/or parish reli-
gious education programs

3. A religion textbook series or individual high 
school texts for students in Catholic high 
schools or parish religious education programs

4. Teacher manuals or catechist manuals designed 
to accompany the above

5. Student religion workbooks

A conformity review would not be applica-
ble for materials that fall into one of the follow-
ing categories:

1. Catechetical materials that provide doctrinal 
content in teacher or catechist manuals rather 
than in student materials. The ad hoc com-
mittee will undertake a conformity review of 

teacher or catechist manuals only when they 
complement student materials that already 
have a declaration of conformity or are in the 
process of a review for conformity.

2. Catechetical materials that are published in the 
form of regularly updated leaflets or periodicals 
with frequently changing content, including 
materials related to the Church’s liturgical year

3. Individual monographs that focus specifically 
on individual topics, teachings, or devotions, 
including biblical commentaries and college-
level student texts

4. Materials focused on chastity and human sexu-
ality that include biological and physiological 
content in addition to catechetical content

5. Audio tapes, video tapes, websites, and DVDs 
or CD-ROMs
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There are four levels of oversight for the confor-
mity review process: the General Assembly of Bish-
ops, the Administrative Committee of Bishops, the 
Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis, and 
the Subcommittee on the Catechism.

1. The General Assembly of the USCCB initi-
ated the mandate to review catechetical mate-
rials as to their conformity with the CCC. The 
General Assembly directed its Administrative 
Committee—a group of bishops who are either 
officers of the USCCB, chairmen of the com-
mittees of the episcopal conference, or repre-
sentatives of regions of the country—to assign 
the project to the appropriate committee of 
the Conference.

2. The Administrative Committee assigned first 
the Committee on Education and, after the 
restructuring of the Conference, the Com-
mittee on Evangelization and Catechesis to 
supervise the conformity review process. The 
Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis 
makes semi-annual reports to the Administra-
tive Committee.

3. The parent committee then assigned first the 
Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the 

Catechism and, after the restructuring of the 
Conference, the Subcommittee on the Cate-
chism to undertake the conformity review 
process. The Subcommittee on the Catechism 
makes periodic reports to the parent committee.

4. The Subcommittee on the Catechism devel-
oped the process for the review of catechetical 
materials and supervises its implementation. 
The Subcommittee on the Catechism appoints 
the review teams, which consist of a bishop 
chair and two theologians/catechists. The 
review team conducts the initial assessment of 
the catechetical series or texts. The Subcom-
mittee on the Catechism determines whether 
or not to declare a catechetical series or text is 
in conformity with the CCC.

Throughout the effort, the staff of the sub-
committee provides administrative support for the 
conformity review process. The staff also main-
tains ongoing and direct contact with the pub-
lishers of the catechetical materials during the 
review process.

tHe struCture of tHe  
oversIgHt of tHe ConformIty 

revIew proCess
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The conformity review process has proven to be an 
effective means to ensure that catechetical materi-
als used in the (arch)dioceses and (arch)eparchies 
in the United States are in conformity with the 
CCC and has significantly improved the quality 
of these texts. It has involved bishops directly in 
the preparation of catechetical materials. It has 
helped publishers of catechetical materials under-
stand how to use the CCC as an authoritative 
source in the preparation of those materials. And 
it has developed a favorable collaboration between 
bishops and publishers of catechetical materials on 
the preparation of materials in conformity with 
the CCC.

Many of the bishops of the United States have 
expressed their satisfaction with the results of the 
process. The number of catechetical materials that 
have been found to be in conformity with the CCC 
continues to grow. A majority of the (arch)dioceses 
in the United States now have policies in place 
that in choosing catechetical texts, only those 
that are eligible for a conformity review and have 
received a declaration of conformity may be used 
in parish-based or school programs. It is also signifi-
cant to note that Eastern Churches have asked the 
subcommittee to review some catechetical texts. 
Three Maronite texts have now received declara-
tions of conformity.

There are, however, still some challenges for 
the conformity review process. How to evaluate the 
conformity of catechetical materials that princi-
pally treat church history presents some challenges, 
because there is a unique focus needed in present-
ing Church history catechetically. The prolifera-
tion of supplemental catechetical materials, such 
as texts for sacramental preparation or monographs 
on select subjects, poses a challenge insofar as they 

sometimes are used in practice in place of basal 
texts. In some situations the movement toward 
catechesis that does not rely on catechetical texts 
can be problematic. This is especially experienced 
with the proliferation of electronic learning. The 
increasing impact of this medium still needs to be 
more fully explored and better understood.

There are also signs of hope for the future of 
the conformity review process. The bishops of the 
United States express confidence in the effective-
ness of the conformity review process by their con-
tinuing support of the work of the Subcommittee 
on the Catechism. The convocation of the Synod 
on the New Evangelization encourages the con-
tinuing renewal of catechesis begun by the publica-
tion of the CCC, the General Catechetical Directory, 
and the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church by the Holy See and the publication of 
the National Directory for Catechesis and the United 
States Catholic Catechism for Adults by the USCCB. 
The designation of the Year of Faith assures “a con-
certed effort to rediscover and study the fundamen-
tal content of the faith that receives its systematic 
and organic synthesis in the Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church.”10

At this moment in history, the Church has 
unprecedented opportunities to bring the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ to all people. By her vocation as 
the Mother of God, Mary is a singular model for 
the Church’s mission of evangelization and cate-
chesis. May the Blessed Virgin Mary, the “Star of 
Evangelization,”11 continue to inspire and enlighten 
our efforts “to make disciples of all nations.”12

10 Pope Benedict XVI, Porta Fidei, no. 11.
11 Pope Paul VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi, no. 82.
12 Mt 28:19.

ConClusIon




